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It’s my last Sunday with you as your seminarian, All Saints’ family. 
I don’t have the words to properly thank you all for your teachings, your support and most of 
all, your love.  I do have a sense of regret that we weren’t able to be together as a family in-
person for most of this year.  AND I also have a sense of awe and respect for you all as a 
community who have shown such remarkable flexibility and adaptability in your worship service 
and Coffee Hour, learning more and more techy things along the way.  In a time of an even 
greater need for food resources with folks out of jobs or finding their hours cut back, you have 
adapted the Dinner Bell and Food Cupboard outreach programs to safely continue to serve 
those in our wider community.  I’ll never forget our drive-in outdoor Easter service with Rev. 
Kathy presiding for the first time.  What a glorious day, the day we celebrate that our Lord 
Jesus Christ is risen.  
  
The celebration continues this week, it’s the Second Sunday OF Easter, after all.  But did you 
know that today is also known as Holy Humor Sunday?  In some faith traditions, the week 
following Easter Sunday was observed by the faithful as days of joy and laughter with parties 
and picnics to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection.  Parishioners and priests played practical jokes on 
each other, drenched each other with water, told jokes, sang and danced.  This custom was 
rooted in the musings of early church theologians, like Augustine, Gregory of Nyssa and John 
Chrysostom, that God played a practical joke on the devil by raising Jesus from the dead. 
“Risus paschalis” – the Easter laugh.  God delights in our laughter!  If we were together today, I 
would open this time up for y’all to tell us your jokes and funny stories.  We can do that at 
Coffee Hour though!  I’ll share one with you here that involves a little singing.  My brother 
Steve and I found one evangelical Easter hymn, “Christ arose”, to be so hysterical in its music 
and the way folks sang it, that we just had to add more to it.  Note that we were both under ten 
years old at the time.  This one’s definitely not in any of our hymnals so here’s a snippet of how 
it goes……Now here’s how Steve and I switched up the chorus…..We sang it at top volume 
and were never caught at it, because everyone else was singing so loudly, too.   
 
Christ did rise, alleluia!  The author of Luke-Acts and the author of John both write about Jesus 
appearing to his disciples on Easter evening.  Before we dive into the gospel of John text for 
today, let’s first check out Luke’s take on this post-resurrection appearance.  In Luke 24:33, we 
read that the eleven disciples and their companions are gathered together.  So, no Judas but 
this includes Thomas.  Jesus appears and says to them “Why are you frightened and why do 
doubts arise in your hearts?  Look at my hands and my feet, see that it is I myself.  Touch me 
(handle me in the RSV translation) and SEE: for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you 
see that I have.  And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet.  While in 
their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you anything here 
to eat?’  They gave him a piece of broiled fish and he took it and ate in their presence.”  Luke 
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emphasizes the actual physical body of the risen Jesus.  Now the eleven disciples have seen 
him, they’ve watched him eat, now they are eyewitnesses to the resurrected, not resuscitated, 
Jesus Christ.  The “idle tale” that the women told them that morning of the empty tomb and 
angels who told them that Jesus is risen, is now proven to be true.  Note that Jesus speaks of 
THEIR doubts, not one individual’s doubts.  He invites all of them to touch him, to handle him.  
Do they touch him?  We don’t know.  After they see him eat, he opens their minds to 
understand the scriptures.  Jesus tells them they are witnesses of the risen Messiah and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations – this is the 
Lucan version of the Great Commission.  Jesus tells the disciples to stay in Jerusalem until they 
have been clothed with power from on high- here the author of Luke-Acts foreshadows the 
coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.   
 
In the gospel of John text for today, the author writes that Jesus appears that Easter evening to 
the disciples, but no exact number of disciples is given.  We read more specifically that they 
are so frightened that they are meeting behind a locked door.  We are not explicitly told that 
they have doubts like in Luke.  Yet, when Jesus appears among them despite that locked door, 
we can interpret that the disciples are in disbelief because Jesus first shows them his hands and 
his side.  They see the wounds in his hands and his side and THEN they rejoice because they 
SEE and know that this is indeed Jesus.  Jesus says to them “As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you.”  Jesus breathes on them the gift of the Holy Spirit and says “If you forgive the sins 
of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”  This is John’s 
version of the Great Commission.   
 
Only in John do we read specifically that Thomas is not there with the other disciples at this 
post-resurrection appearance of Jesus.  Why not, where is Thomas?  Maybe he thinks he will be 
safer by staying away from the others. Maybe he is deeply grieving over Jesus’ death and 
wants to be alone.  Maybe he has lost all hope for a continued ministry with his fellow disciples 
without Jesus and is figuring out what to do with the rest of his life.  Maybe he is feeling so 
helpless and hopeless that he is contemplating suicide.  We can’t know about how Thomas felt 
but we do know that people have such varied reactions to the traumatic loss of a loved one.   
I know that my brothers and sisters had vastly different reactions to two sudden deaths in my 
family, my older brother Bob and my mother.  But I can only speak of my own.  My brother Bob 
died suddenly in a bicycle accident in 1975 when he was 22; he died a week after my twelfth 
birthday.  He was my favorite big brother (I have 4 of those) because he loved to laugh, and he 
took time in his busy life to play with me and give me tips on playing piano.  The first person to 
tell me that he had died was our pastor who told me “He’s in heaven.  Jesus needed another 
angel.  So, don’t be sad, you should be happy for him.”  I was devastated and angry.  I 
screamed for him to get out of my room.  I thought that Jesus was my best friend and felt so 
hurt and confused, why did Jesus need him?  I needed him, my whole family needed him.  Fast 
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forward to Christmastime, 1993…My mom suffered sudden brain death due to a cerebral 
aneurysm; her strong, physical body died a few weeks later.  Mom was my emotional and 
spiritual touchstone.  I was so angry that I vowed I would never pray to God again.  I told 
myself that I no longer believed in God.  My inner anger at God (for I could not express it out 
loud) kept me from being crushed by the pain of her loss, this pain that left me in a suicidal 
state for months.  About a week after she died, I went back to work because I couldn’t stand 
being alone with this intense grief and anger. 
 
So, I can understand that about a week after Easter evening, Thomas is back with the disciples.  
Now, the disciples have told Thomas that they have seen the Lord, but Thomas doesn’t believe 
them, he tells them he won’t believe until he can put his hands on and in Jesus’ wounds.  I hear 
grief and anger along with disbelief in Thomas’ words.  He has taken a bad rap for being a 
doubter over the centuries.  I’m sure glad no one wrote down the way my thoughts and 
feelings about God in 1993 and labeled me as an atheist for all time.  I don’t know about you, 
but it seems wrong to me to label Thomas a doubter and not all the other disciples too.  We’ve 
seen in both Luke and John that the disciples all had doubts and didn’t believe until Jesus 
showed them his wounds.   
 
Here’s what I so love about our Lord Jesus. He loves Thomas so much, he knows his needs so 
well that he appears again to show his wounds to him, too.  As he did in Luke with the other 
disciples, he offers Thomas his body to touch, to handle, to see that he is really Jesus.  And like 
the other disciples, we don’t know if Thomas actually touches him or not.  Jesus gives Thomas 
hope again!   
 
And Jesus gives us hope too and a blessing!  “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have come to believe.”  Jesus Christ rose from the dead, he has defeated the power of death 
and opened for us the way of eternal life.  We encounter Jesus as we are: in our believing, in 
our doubting, in our joys, in our sorrows, in our strengths, in our weaknesses, in our comfort 
zones and in our growing edges.  He loves us so much and knows our needs so well.  He gifts 
us with the Holy Spirit to empower us in our ministries and enable us to grow in the likeness of 
Christ.   
Christ arose, hallelujah Christ arose.   
 
  


